beginning in 1946. Fleming labels Langmuir's passionate sponsorship of cloud-seeding based on slender experimental evidence as "pathological science." When he argues that "over-reliance on the credentials of a scientist, for example, a Nobel laureate" (p. 139) feeds pathological science, it is obvious that this argument is constructed to address current schemes as much as historical developments.
A clear argument of the book is that climate modification is not inherently benign despite its current manifestation as the solution to the shared crisis of greenhouse gases. Fleming's coverage of the involvement of the U.S. military in weather modification techniques during the Vietnam War makes this point. Operation Motorpool, begun in 1967, consisted of over 2,600 sorties to seed clouds over the Ho Chi Minh Trail to disrupt the flow of supplies. It was not the only use of weather modification by the U.S. military during wartime, but this program fueled the push to ban the militarization of climate control by national law and international treaties.
Some readers will find the dominance of current concerns in shaping the structure of this book to be an important inclusion of historical perspective in modern policy decisions, while others may be bothered by its presentist perspective. Are there "historical understandings" when we engage history on its own terms or when we extract lessons for modern living? By current standards, there are many tragicomedic fools parading through these chapters, and that is what Fleming means for us to see.
GAIL COOPER
Gail Cooper is the author of Air-conditioning America: Engineers and the Controlled Environment, 1900 Environment, -1960 Environment, (1998 . To contribute to the public debate on sustainable lifestyles she has recently written on the historical intersection of landscape architecture and the tradition of making oneself comfortable in the outdoors. Among numerous monographs on rural China published in the last decades, this distinguished book by Jacob Eyferth is attractive for anyone interested in the social and economic transformation of China under different political conditions during the twentieth century. The focal actors of this study are handicraft-skilled rural residents, who are socially categorized as peasants (nongmin) in the rural-urban dual system of discourse used since the Republican time. The empirical data stem from the handicraft papermakers in Jiajiang, Sichuan Province, who earned and earn their livelihood through using the skills of turning bamboo roots into sheets of paper. The book is divided into nine chapters and additional introductory and con-cluding chapters; the appendix comprises a glossary of general terms as well as technical terms of papermaking in Pinyin transcription and Chinese characters, notes, bibliography, and index-very practical and useful for those readers lacking expertise in technological knowledge of handicraft papermaking. The main goal of this book is to explore the production-related skills (technical and social) and the skills of everyday life that make it possible for the actors to continue their profession throughout series of grand historical events-war, revolution, the construction of socialism, the advent of market-oriented reform policies.
Eating Rice from Bamboo
This work is a social history of a community organized around the papermaking handcraft. Sociological elements related to the dynamics of kinship, gender, and social hierarchy, all related directly to the appropriation and implementation of the skills for producing and merchandising sheets of paper, are woven throughout a narrative history of the community. The history unfolds in four parts, the first during the period from the late Qing dynasty to the Republic in which the papermakers were categorized as peasants, thus neglecting their skills (chapter 4); the second, when China set out on the socialist road from 1949 to 1958 and papermaking workshops were collectivized (chapter 5); the third, during the Great Leap Forward (1958) and after, in which period papermaking experienced decline, mainly due to the state policy of rural deindustrialization (chapter 6); and the fourth, the reform era since the late 1970s, when the rural artisans had to constantly adjust to both state policies and market needs (chapters 7 and 8).
In the author's analysis, existing production skills embodied in the local social structure are the shared property of the community of papermakers in Jiajiang. They are their subsistence resources; they have the same relevance for the artisans as arable land has for farmers. Throughout the twentieth century and to the present, this basic fact has not been acknowledged in the redistribution of resources or the conceptualization of the future of the local economy. The fatal results for the papermakers, seen repeatedly, are the devaluation of their skills, the separation of skills and human bodies, and the ignorance of the social contexts where skills are located. These devaluations consistently took place in the name of science and rationality in discourses of modernization, even though they were initiated by different power-holders with different political aims during different historical phases.
Social anthropologists as well as historians should feel fortunate to have such a rich ethnography about a subgroup of rural residents at hand. Through long-term participant observation and intensive interviews, the author achieves the necessary depth of emic insights. In particular, this research offers a fascinating new insight: the disjunctions of the two kinds of skills, namely the technical ones and those of everyday life, with the former being convertible into social status and material interests. The rich descriptions of deskilling processes likewise remind anthropologists to consider bodily techniques and their social surroundings together.
Based on the insights won through this historical study, scholars might be stimulated to re-think some acute problems of rural residents: old handicraft skills might be acknowledged as intangible cultural heritage. How can they be protected effectively without allowing their bearers to be excluded from participating in the modern life? How could the rural residents combine the two kinds of skills optimally in order to transform their technological know-how into social status and material interests? If the disjunction of these two kinds of skills has been historically embedded in the rural culture, what does rapid urbanization mean for the rural residents? What does the university education mean for the numerous graduates with rural backgrounds, who have learned neither professional techniques nor the skills of everyday life appropriate for either urban or rural surroundings? The depictions of the skilled people of more than three generations give us historical insights for a better understanding of contemporary China.
This book presents an ethnography with historical depth and a social history with ethnographic insights. The clear structure, straightforward summaries of huge bodies of existing literature, amount of primary data from local archives, intensive empirical data from field research, and comprehensively developed theoretical lines make it an informative, stimulating work. It is a pleasure to read as well. It is recommended for scholars of China studies, social history, STS, and social anthropology. Part of a series in business history and partially subsidized by a foundation devoted to the history of ideas, this history of experience (Erfahrungsgeschichte) of chemists and engineers focuses on biographical constants that informed their identity construction, occupation, and collegiality from the establishment of the Leunawerke to produce ammonia in 1916 to the end of the German Democratic Republic (GDR). Originally, the author had planned a social history of white-and blue-collar workers in the GDR's chemical industry, but turned to chemists and engineers associated with the chemical facilities in Halle, Merseburg, Wolfen, and Auschwitz. In this revision of his postdoctoral thesis (Habilitationsschrift) from 2000, Georg Wagner-Kyora investigates how members of a well-defined group constructed meaning.
The architecture of the book is such that Wagner-Kyora, after laying out the theoretical grounds for the collective biography, turns to the workplaces
